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On June 15, an unidentified plane attacked a Sandinista military post with rockets, and was hit by
Sandinista anti- aircraft artillery at about 2:30 p.m. local time near Cerro El Doradito, about 10 km.
from the Honduran border in northern Nueva Segovia department. The aircraft went down about
6 km. inside Honduras in an area known as Cerro El Tigre. According to a Nicaraguan Defense
Ministry communique later that day, the plane caused no damage to the military post and no
injuries to soldiers. Nicaraguan government officials announced June 16 that the aircraft, identified
as a twin-engine Beechcraft Baron, was piloted by Juan Gomez, a former colonel in Somoza's
National Guard. Gomez heads the contra air force. According to Sandinista intelligence sources, two
other crew members were identified: Gomez's son, also named Juan, co-pilot; and, Aurelio Carasco,
gunner. All three were reportedly seriously hurt in the plane crash, and are currently receiving
medical treatment in a Honduran hospital. Defense Ministry sources told Cuban news agency
PRENSA LATINA that Gomez senior known as "Juanillo" among the contras had participated in air
raids against Sandinistas and others fighting the Somoza regime over Managua, Esteli, Rivas and
other Nicaraguan population centers. The plane, said Nicaraguan sources, was on a reconnaissance
flight, but on its return to Honduras it attacked the military post. Honduran military authorities
said that the plane's pilot and copilot had been captured and were being investigated. They denied
the plane had taken off from Honduras. A contra spokesman in Miami confirmed that the plane
belonged to the Nicaraguan Democratic Force (FDN), but insisted that "it was neither armed nor
carried ammunition." (Basic data from Agence France Presse, 06/15/87; Prensa Latina, 06/16/87)
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